ABSTRACT . In preparation for a detailed account of the genus Piper L. in Honduras, a nomenclator is provided that includes the name, reference citation, and type information for species accepted. A total of 45 taxa are currently recognized, with over 100 names (species level and below) listed in synonymy, 58 of which are new. Lectotypification is provided for the following taxa for which types were not designated at the time of publication: Piper cobanense Trelease, P. cyclophyllum Trelease, P. gracillimum Trelease, P. perinaequilongum Trelease, P. telanum Trelease, P. triumphale Trelease, P. wilsonii Trelease, and P. yzabalanum C. DC. var. pubinerve Trelease.
RESUMEN . En anticipo al tratamiento detallado del género Piper L. en Honduras proveemos un nomenclátor que incluye el nombre, la cita bibliográfica de referencia y la información del tipo para cada especie aceptada. Al momento se reconocen 45 taxones con más de 100 nombres (a nivel de especie y abajo) listados en sinonimia, 58 de los cuales son nuevos. Se provee la lectotipificación para los siguientes taxones para los cuales el tipo no fue asignado al tiempo de su publicación: Piper cobanense Trelease, P. cyclophyllum Trelease, P. gracillimum Trelease, P. perinaequilongum Trelease, P. telanum Trelease, P. triumphale Trelease, P. wilsonii Trelease y P. yzabalanum C. DC. var. pubinerve Trelease.
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Paul Standley and Truman Yuncker (sometimes with colleagues) collected extensively in Honduras during the late 1920s and 1930s, respectively. As a result of their activities, and because there was a general lack of botanical information from Honduras prior to their efforts, they eventually published several initial floristic treatments (Standley, 1931; Yuncker, 1938 Yuncker, , 1940 . Both authors received assistance from William Trelease concerning the Piperaceae, as he was recognized at that time as the world authority for the family. Trelease examined virtually all of their collections of the Piperaceae (primarily at the Field Museum (F), the U.S. National Herbarium (US), or the University of Illinois (ILL)), and also separately published an article in which new species were described on the basis of Standley's Honduran material . Although the nomenclatural requirement for type citation (on or after 1 January 1958) did not exist at the time of these various publications, Trelease usually indicated types. Unfortunately, in his treatment of the family for Standley's 1931 publication, no type specimens were specifically mentioned for nine new species, other than a basic reference to their collection locality. While preparing an account of the Piperaceae types in the University of Illinois herbarium, Almut designated a lectotype for one of these nine names (Piper quiriguanum Trelease) . We have completed this task by designating eight lectotypes on the following pages for the remaining Trelease names.
In considering which specimens to choose as lectotypes, we consulted the introduction (Standley, 1931) , where it is clear that the flora of the Lancetilla Valley was based primarily on Standley collections made in 1927 Standley collections made in -1928 , and that those specimens were ''determined and the present flora was written at the Field Museum'' (Standley, 1931: 47) . Hence, most of our choices for lectotypes are from specimens at F. However, it is also apparent that Standley had access to a series of collections by Percy Wilson of the New York Botanical Garden (NY), made in 1903 in the area near Tela (at that time known as Puerto Sierra). Two of the lectotypes we have designated are based on these Wilson collections, since Trelease specifically annotated these sheets as the ''Type. '' Anyone who has studied the taxonomic history of the Piperaceae soon comes to the realization that Trelease had a strong tendency to describe new species on the basis of minor variations in morphology, especially vegetative features. In addition, he apparently believed that species were rather limited in their distribution, with ranges that corresponded to political or geographic boundaries. Therefore, similar collections from neighboring countries would often be described as new simply because they occurred in a different country or region (Standley & Steyermark, 1952) . The overall result was the description of numerous species, varieties, and forms from Honduras, most of which had already been described previously. In an effort to update the taxonomy and nomenclature for Piper L. in Honduras prior to our formal treatment of the genus, we provide here a nomenclator of species along with extensive synonymy and relevant type information. A total of 45 taxa are recognized, but several of these names (e.g., Piper biauritum C. DC., P. bisasperatum Trelease, P. chamissonis (Miquel) Steudel ex C. DC., P. chrysostachyum C. DC., P. peracuminatum C. DC., and P. perhispidum C. DC.) are included on the basis of tentative identifications.
A similar checklist was published by Nelson Sutherland (2001) , but without critical evaluation for many of the taxa. He recognized 54 species of Piper in Honduras, and 34 of the names he accepted based on Honduran types have been reduced here to synonymy after comparison with recent treatments of the genus Piper from Central America (e.g., Burger, 1971; Callejas, 2001; Tebbs, 1989 Tebbs, , 1990 Tebbs, , 1993 and our thorough examination of specimens. The only other checklist from Honduras of which we are aware was published by Molina (1975) . This is simply a list of names of species (114 total) identified as occurring in Honduras on the basis of collections in the herbarium at Escuela Agrícola Panamericana (EAP), but without any attempt to evaluate the disposition of these names against recent literature concerning the Piperaceae. Of the 114 names Molina included, 20 are recognized here; 64 are reduced to synonymy herein because they are based on types from Honduras; 18 others have been recognized as synonyms in other floristic treatments; four names are ined., having never been published; four are legitimate names as recognized in other recent floristic treatments, but have not been verified by us as occurring in Honduras; one name is an illegitimate homonym (P. striatum C. DC.); one is a cultivated taxon (P. nigrum L., black pepper); and two are based on sterile specimens, so their exact disposition is uncertain and likely will remain so (P. rinconense Trelease and P. yousei Trelease).
Piper is generally characterized throughout the Neotropics as a genus of understory shrubs or small trees, or occasionally vines, with swollen nodes and aromatic properties due to the presence of ethereal oil cells; alternate, simple leaves with palmate or pinnate venation; and bisexual, perianth-less flowers usually arranged in leaf-opposed, bracteate spikes, or less often racemes. Each flower consists of two to six stamens and three or four fused carpels. The fruit is a small drupe. This description applies well to the 45 taxa we have recognized below.
The lectotypes for Piper cobanense, P. gracillimum, and P. wilsonii were selected from F and NY material as earlier considered by Standley (1931) The lectotype for Piper perinaequilongum was selected from three different collections seen by Trelease (Standley 54419 (F, ILL) , 54897 (F, ILL), and 56893 (ILL, US)). The first two collection numbers are completely sterile, whereas the third has young inflorescences, making it a more complete representation of this taxon and a better choice for lectotypification. The specimen at ILL was chosen as the lectotype because it has Trelease's handwriting, providing certainty that he actually saw this material. The introductory comments by Stearn and Williams (1957) describe in detail the fate of Joseph Martin's collections after the French ship on which he was traveling was captured by British privateers. The specimens ultimately were purchased by Edward Rudge and Alymer Lambert, and the British Museum eventually acquired them in the 1840s, where they now reside. Rudge described 50 new species on the basis of Martin's collections, including four for Piper and one in Peperomia Ruiz & Pavón. For Piper telanum, the specimen at F is without a collection number, but other identifying information
Piper arboreum

